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• Passive design and supply of low or 
zero carbon energy as a viable and 
attractive opportunity for developers 
and long term infrastructure 
management companies. 

Arborfield Garrison Sustainable Community 
Defence Estates 

Entec is delivering an integrated 
masterplan for development of a new 
sustainable community on a brownfield 
former military site at Arborfield, 
Berkshire.  

The masterplan draws together multiple 
in-house capabilities to form a 
comprehensive interdisciplinary design 
response to the site with reference to 
ecology and archaeology, access and 
transport, landscape and visual, 
architecture and urban design, land quality 
and utilities, flood risk and drainage, and 
energy and socio-economics. 

An initial high level feasibility report 
confirmed the potential of the site to 
deliver a truly sustainable, major 
residential development located within and 
around the existing Arborfield Garrison.  

After successfully persuading the local 
planning authority of the potential 
sustainability and deliverability of the site, 
the proposals were included within their 
core strategy. Proposals have subsequently 
been developed in greater depth to support 
an outline planning application which will 
include a full environmental impact 
assessment and energy statement. The 
development will provide a mixed 
community of 5,000 new homes. 

Key sustainable urban design features 
include: 

• Green corridors connecting existing 
ecological and landscape features and 
acting as routes for alternative 
transport modes and as cooling 
channels for the overall site; 

• Strategic location of high density cores 
at walking distance from all areas of 
the site; 

• Re-use of existing buildings and 
infrastructure; 

• Strategic location of schools close to 
centres or playing fields; 

• Open space and tree block buffers 
along areas of high ecological, 
landscape and visual value; and 


