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COUNCIL BREAKS ‘NO APPROVAL’ PLEDGE 

 

      A Residents Action Group is demanding an explanation from 
Wokingham Borough Council as to why it has gone back on a public 
pledge (made by the former Chair of Planning)  that the authority would 
not grant planning permission for a 2,000 home inner-city development 
on the former Army site until all transport and traffic issues had been 
resolved. 
  
‘In an interview on regional television Cllr Angus Ross said categorically 
that no planning permission would be given until infrastructure 
improvements had been included in the plans being proposed by Crest 
Nicholson’ says Arborfield Garrison Resident Action Group (AG 
RAG)  spokeswomen, Gill Purchase. 

 
‘It’s totally unbelievable there is now a recommendation to approve these 
unpopular and badly thought out proposals with little or no improvements 
being made to the existing infrastructure and major  issues still 
outstanding about flooding’. 

 
She continues.  ’Hundreds of concerns have been raised by residents and 
other community groups which have not been addressed at all!   

 



 

Wokingham Borough Council will lumber the existing community with an 
over-sized development which will bring traffic chaos to rural roads that 
are already congested. In addition the Council are only allowing six 
minutes for the public to be able to raise concerns about the application.  
This clearly shows the Council want to rush this through without any 
regard to what residents think.’ 
  
Ms Purchase concludes.  ‘AG RAG once again reiterates this planning 
application is being forced through because the Council has over-
committed itself on a promise to open a secondary school for September 
2016.   And as stated in a document produced by the developer, Crest 
Nicholson, if plans are not approved for the homes they will not give the 
Council the land needed for the school. This report was sent to senior 
councillors, including the Executive Member for Planning and Highways, 
and to the officers that prepared the report and put forward the 
recommendation. 

  
If councillor’s go ahead and give these plans the ‘nod’, as stated by Crest 
Nicholson in December,  they should hang their heads in shame that they 
have let 1,000’s of existing and future generations of residents 
down.  They should honour the pledge made to reject the plans until all 
the major infrastructure issues have been resolved’. 

 

~ 
 

Notes to the Editors: 

1) 

Angus Ross on BBC South Today: (3.34mins)  

http://arborfield-garrison-rag.org.uk/2011/10/13/sdl-adoption-press-and-
media-coverage 

 



2) 

Crest Nicholson submitted a Feasibility Study to WBC on the 15th August 
which stated three times the land for the school would be given subject to 
approval for the SDL plans in March 2015.  Available on request. 

3)  

Under Freedom of Information, WBC stated the report was sent to: 

 
Cllr. Charlotte Haitham Taylor 
Cllr. Ian Pittock  
Cllr. John Kaiser         
Andy Couldrick   
Heather Thwaites 
Mark Cupit 
Brian Grady 
Tracey Coleman 
 
-Crest Nicholson's Feasibility Study was sent by e-mail on 14th August 2014 to the following 
people: 
Andy Couldrick 
Heather Thwaites 
Mark Cupit 
Tracey Coleman 
Brian Grady 
Matthew Melville 
 
and the following Members: 
Cllr. Keith Baker, 
Cllr. John Kaiser 
Cllr. Charlotte Haitham Taylor 
Cllr. Ian Pittock 


